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MARTIN LEMKE

FIELDWORK AT Ri1sAN 2015

D uring the 2015 campaign in Risan (Montenegro),'
a large trial trench was explored 55 m to the north-east
from the previously excavated area of Carine VII. Carine is
a former village and currently a quarter of Risan located on
the northern bank of the Spila River (cf. KowAL 2013;
LEMKE 2014). The area was first briefly excavated in 1968
(Carine I-V) (LEMKE forthcoming) and 1988 (KOVACEVIC
1997; Ujes, KOVACEVIC 1992), then systematically in
2001-2004 and 2014 (Carine VI) (DYCZEK ET AL. 2004;
2007), as well as 2004-2013 (Carine VII) (DYCZEK ET AL.
2014; KOowAL, LEMKE 2015). The new area was labelled
Carine VIII; it lies directly where the slopes of the once
fortified Gradine hill (LEMKE 2014) begin (Fig. 1).

Initially, the excavated area measured 8 x 6 m.
When it became necessary, the investigation was extended
towards the south and east, up to a total of 90 m2. The
upper layers contained huge amounts of antique pottery

directly beneath the surface, but these were deposits

{’i%?’ (Y
) | /

Fig. 1. Risan,
Carine: excava-
tions in 1968-
2015, overview
(compiled by
M. Lemke). Risan - Carine
Ryc. 1. Stanowis- Fieldwork campaigns
ko Carine w Ri- B Carine 1-V (1968) [[] Carine VI (2004-2013)
san, wykopalis- VR Carine VI(1988) I Carine VI(2014)

ka 1968-2015 [ corinevigon-zo09 [l Carine VI (since 2015)
(oprac.M. Lemke).

' Carried out by the Antiquity of Southeastern Europe Research ed by the NCN, decision no. DEC 2014/14/M/HS3/00741.

Center, University of Warsaw. Our work has been kindly support-
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MARTIN LEMKE

Fig. 2. Monumental wall and a threshold (‘palace’) at
Carine VIII (photo by M. Lemke).

Rye. 2. Monumentalny mur i prég (,patac”) na Carine VIII
(fot. M. Lemke).

Fig. 3. Illyrian or early Hellenistic cobbled street (photo
by M. Lemke).

Ryc. 3. lliryjska/wczesnohellenistyczna brukowana ulica
(fot. M. Lemke).
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FIELDWORK AT RISAN 2015

consisting of a rubble layer which accumulated probably
when a plateau was carved ca. 8 m above the trench on the
Gradina hill. The plateau accommodated a local elementary
school, which was built in the late 20th century. The sur-
face runs around the trench at a height of ca. 3.80 m as.L,
whereas ground water was expected to be reached at
around 0.50 —0.30 metre a.s.l.

Underneath the topmost rubble, a further layer was
discovered with many sherds of broken pottery, particular-
ly amphorae. Chronologically, this material encompasses
a period from the 3td ¢, BC to the 6t c. AD - a clear hint
that this layer also constitutes secondary stratigraphy. At
the same time, the topmost parts of the first walls began to
emerging. Surprisingly for antique Risan, one of the emerg-
ing walls was built with mortar, a structural element not
used in the Hellenistic period due to the lack of sand
and only rarely after the Romans had taken control of the
town. However, this particular wall appeared to be of even
younger (modern) origin.

In the northern part of the trench, at the consider-
able depth of 1.64 m a.s.l. (i.e. merely a metre above the
expected bottom), a modern screw was found, indicating
that, at least in the northern part of the trench, the current
stratigraphy developed not earlier than in the early 20th c.

After reaching bedrock in the northern part of the
trench and the depth of about 0.30 m a.s.l. in the southern
part, when emerging ground water made a further descent
impossible, the excavations of the 2015 campaign reveal-
ed very interesting architectural features, including the
threshold of a door in a monumental wall, interpreted as
a mansion-like edifice of the local Illyrian aristocracy
(Fig. 2). This particular wall was made of large stone
blocks, however not in the common polygonal ‘cyclopean’
technique (FABER 1992), with stones well-fitted in shape,
but not in size. Instead, stone blocks of a similar height
were cut, so that they had a decorative bossage on the outer
surface. Luckily, this wall was unearthed in a place where an
entrance was located, above a quite monumental threshold
with depressions for door hinges. The building was prompt-
ly given the working name ‘palace] which awaits further
verification in the campaigns to come. On the outside of
the building in question a pavement of large stone slabs and
a cobbled street running along the E-W axis were discover-
ed with a covered sewage canal running parallelly along its
southern side (Fig. 3). However, the street ran ca. 50 cm
below the level of the entrance to the ‘palace’ building,
thus it may have belonged to an earlier Illyrian or early
Hellenistic context. On the opposite side of the street,
rooms of another building were also unearthed.

An impressive number of high quality artefacts
reflects the sophisticated nature of the principal building.
These include remains of a bronze vessel, a small portable
altar made of lime paste or mortar (Fig. 4), an aes grave triens
(Fig. 5), which is quite rare in this area, a gem depicting
Zeus with an eagle (Fig. 6), probably from a signet ring,
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Fig. 4. Portable altar (photo by M. Lemke).
Ryc. 4. Maly ottarz (fot. M. Lemke).

Fig. 5. Aes grave triens (photo by M. Lemke).
Ryc. 5. Aes grave triens (fot. M. Lemke).

and a small terracotta figurine. The aes grave (‘heavy As’),
was a coin of the Roman Republic from the 31 c. BC,
which was not struck but rather cast in a mould. The value
of these coins was in its material at that time, which in this
case means a considerable weight of 112 g of bronze, with
adiameter of 6 cm. Incidentally, the entire complex has also
been tentatively dated to the 3rd ¢, BC, based on this and
other finds, as well as the architecture in relation to the

buildings of Carine VIL
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Fig. 6. Gem with a depiction of Zeus (photo by M. Lemke).
Ryc. 6. Gemma z przedstawieniem Zeusa (fot. M. Lemke).

But among all the finds, two solid bronze handles
were particularly outstanding. These grasping rings were
probably once attached to a wooden container, likely some
sort of cauldron, with nails and adorned with two different
depictions of the Greek god Achelous (Fig. 7), known
mostly as a patron deity of rivers (the River Achelous in
particular) and for his fight with Heracles for Deianeira.
Near the handles, numerous rivets and appliques were
found, possibly coming from the same wooden vessel
(LEMKE 2017). Comparable cauldron attachments depict-

ing heads of deities or mythological creatures were
widespread across the ancient world, from the Near East
(MUSCARELLA 1962) to as far as Gaul, where recently
a complete bronze cauldron with Achelous attachments
was found in the tomb of a Celtic aristocrat (DUBOIS ET AL.
2015; DuBoIS, GARCIA, MILLET 2015).

This is hardly surprising, given the fact that even
though the personal history of Achelous appears to be dis-
tinct enough within the Greek mythology, this particular
god is also perceived as part of a larger phenomenon com-
monly known as the man-faced bull (MOLINARI, S1sC1 2016).
The authors of this theory argue that this image was in use
for over 5,000 years, and spanned an enormous geographi-
cal area. It appears in many cultures: thus, the cult of the
Etruscan man-faced bull had its origins in the prehistoric
Levant and was imported through interactions in Cyprus
and Sardinia. Later, the bull and the bull-man water cults
became connected with the Greek myth of Achelous, and
in the course of contacts between the Etruscan and Greek
traditions, the imagery and mythology of Achelous as
a man-faced bull became eventually formalized (MOLINARI,
Sisc12016: 42)

The first handle consists of a solid but somewhat
irregular bronze ring 1.2 to 1.4 cm thick, with a diameter of
10.8 to 11.1 cm, attached to a mounting hardly preserved
on the backside and adorned with a head of Achelous at
the front (ca. 8.6 cm high and 8.9 cm wide). While the ring
is massive, the bronze sheet for the head is very thin (0.2
cm) and damaged. A large piece of the forchead including
the left ear is missing and the whole object has been severe-
ly affected by oxidation. In spite of its state, it can be obse-
rved that this depiction of Achelous bears finer features
than the better-preserved Handle 2. The backside of the
mounting is also damaged; the attaching brace with nail
holes is missing.

Fig. 7. Cauldron handles
with depiction of Achelous
(photo by M. Lemke).

Ryc. 7. Uchwyt kotla z przed-
stawieniem Achelousa (fot.
M. Lemke).
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FIELDWORK AT RISAN 2015

Fig. 8. Handle 2 with
a fragment of the attached
strap (photo by M. Lemke).

Ryc. 8. Uchwyt 2 z frag-
mentem mocowania (fot.
M. Lemke).

The second handle shares the general proportions
of the ring (1.8 cm thick, 11.2 cm diameter) and the
Achelous head (9.0 cm high, 8.0 cm wide), but differs in
a number of aspects, most importantly its better state of
preservation. While the face of the river god is more elon-
gated and intact, except for a small piece of bronze missing
above the right eye, the features are slightly less refined, pos-
sibly owing to the somewhat thicker bronze sheet. In this

car), was partially preserved in place, while a further piece
of it, 17 cm long, was found necarby (Fig. 8). There is
a certain chance that both handles were reused as door
knockers (Lemke 2017: 493).

dr Martin Lemke
Antiquity of Southeastern Europe Research Center,

case, the attaching strap of bronze (13.4 cm long, 4.5 cm University of Warsaw
high, and 0.6 cm thick with a bronze nail close to the right m.lemke@uw.edu.pl
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RISAN, CZARNOGORA. WYKOPALISKA W 2015 R.

W roku 2015 eksplorowano sondaz nicopodal
miejscowej podstawdwki, u stép wzgoérza akropolu risari-
skiego zwanego Gradina. Zabudowa miejska odkryta wzdtuz
rzeki po drugiej stronie szkoly w latach 2004-2012, choé
przyniosta wspaniale zabytki jak stynny skarb z Risan, to
jednak reprezentuje stosunkowo plebejskg kwatere miasta,
z niewielkimi ulicami, magazynami petnych amfor i skrom-
nymi domostwami.

Inaczej na oddalonym o kilkadziesiat metréw tego-
rocznym odcinku, ktéry ukazat nam zdecydowanie bardziej
monumentalng architekture. Przez caly wykop przebiega
szereg solidnych murdw, z ktérych szczegélnie jeden, wy-
konany z bardzo duzych blokéw kamiennych, zwraca na
siebie uwage. Uchwycili$my ten mur w miejscu, w ktérym
znajdowalo si¢ wejscie do budynku, o czym $wiadczy szero-
ki prég z zaglebieniami na mocowanie pot¢znych drzwi.

Takie wejécie musialo prowadzi¢ do wnetrza jakie-
go$ waznego budynku z okresu grecko-rzymskiego miasta,
ale dopiero przyszte kampanie pozwola nam rozstrzygnag,
czy byla to rezydencja wladcy, $wiatynia, czy tez moze inna
budowla o charakterze oficjalnym. Po zewngtrznej stronie
progu odkrylismy plytowanie wykonane z poteznych ka-
mieni oraz przebiegajacy kilkadziesiat centymetréw nizej
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brukowang ulicg z wezesniejszego hellenistycznego okresu
miasta, wraz z murowanym kanalem. Po drugiej stronie
ulicy odkryliémy szereg kolejnych muréw uktadajacych sie
w ciag pomieszczen kolejnego budynku.

Zabytki odkryte wewnatrz pomieszczen, nad ulica
i w monumentalnym budynku nie odstawaly splendorem
od miejsca ich znalezienia. W liczacym sobie kilkaset za-
bytkéw inwentarzu znalazlo si¢ wiele monet, w tym jeden
tzw. aes grave (,ciezki as”), monete Republiki Rzymskiej
z Il w. p.n.e. Innym ciekawym zabytkiem jest maly rzymski
oltarzyk wotywny (Ryc. 3), wykonany z zaprawy wapienne;j
i stuzacy by¢ moze w domowym sanktuarium. Mgt tez by¢
ustawiony w §wiatyni przed gléwnym oftarzem lub wyobra-
zeniem bdstwa. Dalej wydobyliémy z ziemi gemme z przed-
stawieniem Zeusa z orlem, ktdra niegdys zdobila sygnet,
oraz dwa potezne uchwyty skrzyni lub innego przedmiotu
drewnianego, wykonane z brazu i zdobione plastycznym
przedstawieniem twarzy boga Achelousa, ktéry byl koja-
rzony w mitologii jako opiekun rzek, jak i za swoja walke
z Heraklesem o r¢ke picknej Dejaniry. W poblizu uchwy-
téw odkryli$my takze liczne brazowe nity i aplikacje, nale-
zace réwniez do tego samego drewnianego zabytku.



