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KONSuLOvSKOE HiLLFORT, uKRAiNE. 2016 SEASON

olish-Ukrainian excavations were conducted at
the archaeological site of the Konsulovskoe hillfort betwe-
en August 16th and September 14th 2016. The works were
performed under the aegis of the National Reserve
‘Khortytsya’, Institute of Archaeology, National Academy
of Sciences of Ukraine (from the Ukrainian side), and the
Institute of Archaeology and Antiquity of Southeastern
Europe Research Center – the latter two institutions as-
sociated with the University of Warsaw. 

During the previous excavation campaign (2015)
non-invasive surveys were performed on the area of the
Konsulovskoe hillfort. They involved aerial photography
and drawing an orthophotomap, geophysical survey with
use of magnetic and resistivity prospection, as well as topo-
graphical measurements. The magnetic survey covered the
site almost in its entirety and discovered a number of
magnetic anomalies recorded in the area of the ramparts –
in the main part of the hillfort as well as in the citadel.

P

Three out of the five sectors surveyed with the use of the
resistivity prospection were also situated in the area of the
ramparts. The first (E1) was located in the northern sector
of the citadel’s rampart (the E1 area was close to Trench I);
the second (E3) was located in the area of the western cita-
del’s rampart; the third sector (E5) was located in the area
of the northern rampart of the main part of the hillfort
(close to the trench where the first excavations at the
Konsulovskoe site were performed at the beginning of the
20th c., cf. GOšKEvIč 1915: 6–7). for all of these sectors
(E1, E3, E5) parallel linear anomalies (with high resis-
tivity values and a distance of 4–5 m between the lines) 
were recorded. Information given by an archaeologist, 
v.I. Goškevič, about a discovery of a defensive stone wall
(GOšKEvIč 1915: 6–7) suggest that parallel linear anom-
alies recorded during the survey could be connected with
remains of ancient fortifications.

The hypothesis presented above was verified
during the archaeological campaign of the year 2016. The
Ukrainian part of the expedition continued to work within
the area of Trench I, while the Polish part set up a new
trench located ca. 30 m towards the west from the first one
(Fig. 1). The new trench (Trench II) was located in the
area of the northern part of the western defensive line of
the hillfort citadel. Works conducted in this place led to a
discovery of a preserved part of the defensive stone wall
(Figs. 2–3). The length of the discovered part of the wall
was 5 m. The technique used to construct this structure
can be called opus emplectum – the space between the

facades made of local limestone was filled with clay and
small to medium-sized stones. The width of the wall was
ca. 2.60 m. Both facades were made of big irregular stones.
On both sides of the defensive wall, mudbrick (adobe) or
clay-mortar was recorded. The presence of mudbrick can
be interpreted twofold. If it is indeed mudbrick, it is high-
ly probable that the parapet of the wall was constructed
from it. If these are only remains of clay-mortar it is pos-
sible that the wall was covered with plaster. This kind of
plaster could protect the wall from adverse influence of
water (leaking) and low temperature (freezing). Similar
praxis could be observed in remains of Late-Scythian hill-
forts from Crimea (KOLTUHOv 1999: 50). 

The whole construction of the wall was erected on
a substructure in a shape of ‘a pillow’ made of specially-
-formed clay. This kind of substructure is also known from
other sites. It was used to protect the main part of the wall
from sliding into the direction of the defensive ditch (for
more on this practice, see BLAvATSKIJ 1954: 94–95).
fortifications consisting of walls set on ramparts were
recorded also at other Late-Scythian hillforts located along
the lower Dnieper – Annovskoe (GAvRILûK, ABIKULOvA

1999: 15; see also GAvRILûK 2013: 552; GAvRILûK,
MATERA 2016: 124), Krasnyi Maiak, Gavrilovskoe,
Kozackoe (GAvRILûK 2013: 556; GAvRILûK, MATERA

2016: 124), and Znamenskoe (GAvRILûK, ABIKULOvA

1999: 24; see also GAvRILûK 2013: 543). The presence of
the defensive ditch surrounding the territory of the citadel
of the Konsulovskoe hillfort has not been recorded yet.
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fig. 1. Konsulovskoe hillfort.
An orthophotomap with the
localization of the trenches. 
I – Trench I; II – Trench II
(compiled by M. Bogacki, 
W. Małkowski).
Ryc. 1. Grodzisko Konsułow-
skoje. Ortofotomapa z zazna-
czeniem lokalizacji wykopów.
I – wykop I; II – wykop II
(oprac. M. Bogacki, W. Mał-
kowski).

fig. 2. Konsulovskoe hillfort. The orthophotomap of Trench II with discovered remains of the
defensive wall (compiled by A. Wołkow).
Ryc. 2. Grodzisko Konsułowskoje. Ortofotomapa wykopu II z odsłoniętymi pozostałościami muru
obronnego (oprac. A. Wołkow).
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It needs to be highlighted that so far excavations
and researches on fortifications of this hillfort have not
been finished. With the present knowledge and current
state of research, it is impossible to determine the time of
construction and the chronological relation between the
rampart, the substructure, and the defensive wall. Were
they constructed at the same time or not? An answer to
this question can be provided only by continuation of the
current works. further excavations could also help set an
absolute chronology for the whole site. Currently, the ar-
chaeological material obtained during excavations enables
establishing chronological frames for a long period from
the 1st c. BC to the 1st c. AD.

Two amber beads are the most interesting finds
(Fig. 4). One of them can be connected with grave goods
from a burial which was fragmentarily preserved and dis-
covered on the eastern side of the defensive wall (from
inner the part of the citadel). Among other interesting
finds, a handmade miniature vessel (Fig. 5), ceramic spindle
whorls, and examples of re-using of pottery fragments are
worth mentioning.

mgr Dymitr Nykonenko, MA
National Reserve ‘Khortytsya’

dnykon@gmail.com 

dr Marcin Matera
Institute of Archaeology, University of Warsaw

marcinmatera@uw.edu.pl

prof. dr hab. Nadezhda Gavrylyuk
Institute of Archaeology, National Academy of Sciences

of Ukraine
gavr51@mail.ru

mgr Paweł Lech, MA
pawel.lech.1989@gmail.com

fig. 3. Konsulovskoe hillfort. Trench II. The eastern facade of the discovered defensive wall (photo by M. Matera).
Ryc. 3. Grodzisko Konsułowskoje. Wykop II. fasad wschodnia muru obronnego (fot. M. Matera).

fig. 4. Konsulovskoe hillfort. Trench II. The butterfly-shaped
amber bead or pendant (photo by M. Matera).
Ryc. 4. Grodzisko Konsułowskoje. Wykop II. Paciorek/zawieszka
w formie motyla wykonany z żywicy kopalnej (fot. M. Matera).

fig. 5. Konsulovskoe hillfort. Trench II. The handmade 
miniature vessel (photo by M. Matera).
Ryc. 5. Grodzisko Konsułowskoje. Wykop II. Lepione ręcznie
naczynko miniaturowe (fot. M. Matera).
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tanowisko Konsułowskoje należy do grupy tzw.
późnoscytyjskich/postscytyjskich grodzisk zlokalizowa-
nych w dolnym biegu Dniepru. Położone jest na prawym
brzegu rzeki w pobliżu wsi Respublikaniec. Badania archeo-
logiczne grodziska rozpoczęte zostały w roku 2014 przez
archeologów z Muzeum-Rezerwatu „Chortyca”. W 2015 ro-
ku odbył się pierwszy sezon, wspólnych polsko-ukraińskich
badań archeologicznych z udziałem archeologów z Uni-
wersytetu Warszawskiego. Prace obejmowały wykonanie
pomiarów geodezyjnych, zdjęć latawcowych oraz prospek-
cji geofizycznej terytorium grodziska. Rozpoczęte zostały
także prace wykopaliskowe mające na celu przebadanie pół-
nocnej linii fortyfikacji cytadeli grodziska.

W sezonie 2016 polska część ekspedycji rozpoczę-
ła badania nowego sektora stanowiska (wykop II). Był on

zlokalizowany w rejonie zachodniej linii obrony cytadeli
grodziska. Przeprowadzone prace wykopaliskowe dopro-
wadziły do odsłonięcia fragmentu muru obronnego. Była
to konstrukcja zbudowana w technice opus emplectum –
pomiędzy murami z łamanego kamienia znajdowało się 
gliniano-kamienne wypełnisko. Szerokość muru obronne-
go wynosiła oryginalnie około 2,60 m. Obie fasady muru
obronnego zbudowane zostały z dużych, nieregularnych
kamieni. Jako materiał budowlany posłużył miejscowy 
wapień. Mur obronny posadowiony był na glinianej
poduszce ukształtowanej w formie wału. Odkryty w sezo-
nie 2016 fragment fortyfikacji cytadeli grodziska Kon-
sułowskoje można wstępnie datować na okres od I w. p.n.e.
do I w. n.e. 
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