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MARTIN LEMKE

FIELDWORK AT NOVAE 2015

Novae is located on the Danube in northern
Bulgaria, not far from modern Svi$tov. This Roman legion-
ary fortress of the legio I [talica and late antique town in the
province of Moesia Inferior has been investigated since the
1960s.!

The 2015 campaign (4 August — 4 September) was
the fifth one at Sector 12 (Fig. 1), where fieldwork was
initiated in 2011 (cf. LEMKE 2012; 2013; 2014; 2015).
Five years into the excavations, the main task was still to
determine whether the principal structure had been the
praetorium, a building of the immunes, legionary barracks
(possibly of the first cohort), a house of a high-ranked offi-
cer, or something altogether different. In 2015, the investi-
gated area (Fig. 2) was enlarged by around 260 m?2 towards
the north, east, and south, and divided into 16 trenches, so
that now it measures ca. 1200 m2 in total.

The year 2015 brought merely a few architectural
remains from the wooden phase of the camp (LEMKE 2014;
forthcoming), but also some further interesting insights re-
garding functioning of the water supply and sewage system.

Just like in the previous seasons, the first phase of
stone constructions, dating to the late 15t c. AD when the
legio I Italica consolidated its fortress, included medium and
bigger limestones of a yellowish colour, and a whole system
of aqueducts and sewage channels investigated in the previ-
ous campaigns. In that area, a particular discovery was made
as an addendum to the 2014 campaign. To the south-east of
the small basin mentioned below, a ceramic pipeline made
of linked imbrices was found (Fig. 3a, b). The imbrices were
fixed in place with pieces of broken roof tiles, one of
which bore an early Flavian stamp of the legio I Italica. The
conduit ran northwards and then turned west towards the
largest sewage channel in the area, which was probably
built in the 15t c. AD and had a further tributary stone canal
to the north (LEMKE 2014: 192-193). Future campaigns
will hopefully reveal the feature where this pipeline starts.

" Our research has been kindly supported by the University of
Warsaw and the National Science Centre (Narodowe Centrum
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BLACK SEA

The layout of a small legionary bath, added at
some point to the courtyard of the principal building, has
become clearer: 6.5 m south from the small basin excavated
in 2013-2014 (LEMKE 2014: 194-195; 2015: 193-195)
a floor of tiles on a mortar foundation and a cistern made
of roof tiles were discovered. Now large parts of it have
been removed, but previously this floor belonged to a bath
with a basin and probably marked the southern edge of the
interior. Additionally, a total of four cubic stone bases were
discovered, built into somewhat later walls (Fig. 4). These,
rather small, bases likely were also a part of the bath’s struc-
tural design, possibly supporting wooden pillars forming
a small portico. In consequence, the bath theoretically
could have had a surface of ca. 124 m2, even though its exact
borders are still to be determined. It seems likely that the
bath was an outdoor structure on the courtyard with a hang-
ing roof attached to the main roof but otherwise open.

Likewise, a clear southern boundary of the entire
complex, whose remains have reached an impressive size
already, remains undetected. This reduces the probability

Nauki) within the project: ‘Obéz legionowy i miasto péznoanty-
czne - kontynuacja badait, DEC 2014/13/B/HS3/04836
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Fig. 1. Novae. The legionary fortress in the 2nd and 3rd ¢, AD (based on an outline plan by J. Kaniszewski, supplemented by T. Sarnowski,
L. Kovalevskaja, P. Zakrzewski, P. Dyczek, M. Lemke).

Rye. 1. Novae. Plan obozu legionowego w IL i III w. n.e. AD (oprac. J. Kaniszewski, z modyfikacjami T. Sarnowski, L. Kovalevskaja,
P. Zakrzewski, P. Dyczek, M. Lemke).
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Fig. 2. Sector 12 after the 2015 campaign (drawing by P. Dyczek, M. Lemke, M. Rézycka, and B. Wojciechowski).
Ryc. 2. Sektor XII po kampanii w 2015 r. (ryc. P. Dyczek, M. Lemke, M. Rézycka, B. Wojciechowski).

that the principal building was merely a centurion’s house
and points to a higher officer as the main resident — per-
haps it was the highest rank, i.e. the legionary legate, com-
mander of the legion, thereby implying that the structure
in question was in fact the praetorium.” Future campaigns
should help solve this question.

> Thus contradicting a tentative proposition by T. Sarnowski, who
believes the praetorium should have been located south of the
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The inventory of small finds is somewhat less ‘pres-
tigious” than in the previous year (LEMKE 2015) but still
contains a few gems. Literally speaking, however, there is
only one gem (Fig. 5). It is made of a semi-precious stone
and depicts a lion and a star — quite likely a zodiac sign (cf.
HENIG, MACGREGOR 2004: 119, no. 12.5).

principia (SARNOWSKI 2005: 148).
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NOVAE
2018

SECTOR 12

Fig. 3a, b. Ceramic
pipeline made of
imbrices (photo by
M. Lemke).

Ryc. 3a, b. Rurociag
ceramiczny wykona-
ny z imbrices (fot.
M. Lemke).

Amonga number of loose architectural stone frag-
ments, probably produced in the 204/31d ¢. AD and deposit-
ed in late antique layers (columns, a capital, and a relief frag-
ment), there is also an inscribed fragment of limestone (Fig.
6). The writing is regular and carefully-executed, but un-
fortunately, only two letters have been preserved: [.] EC [.].

> I wish to thank Adam Eajtar for his input on this matter. For
the Thracian name Disa, cf. E. EICHLER ET AL. (eds.) 1995: 827.
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A completely different but still very interesting piece
of epigraphic evidence is a rim fragment of a Samian ware
bowl from the 31 c. AD bearing a graffito, [A]VRDIS[A?],
probably etched by the owner of this piece of pottery (Fig.
7). This might be an abbreviation for AVR(ELIUS) DISA,

a common Thracian name.?
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Fig. 4. Legionary bath
in Sector 12. The tiled
floor, cistern and bases

(photo by M. Lemke).

Ryc. 4. Eazienka w kom-
pleksie legionowym
sekrora XII. Posadzka,
cysterna i bazy (fot.
M. Lemke).

Fig. 5. Zodiac-themed gem with lion and star (photo by
M. Lemke).

Ryc. 5. Gemma przedstawiajaca lwa i gwiazde o tematyce
zodiakalnej (fot. M. Lemke).

Fig. 7. Samian ware bowl fragment with graffito (photo by
J. Reclaw).
Ryc. 7. Fragment ceramiki stolowej (miska) z graffito (fot.
J. Reclaw).

Fig. 6. Inscription fragment (photo by J. Rectaw).
Ryc. 6. Fragment inskrypgji (fot. J. Rectaw).
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Fig. 8. Bone handle of a sword (photo by J. Reclaw).
Ryc. 8. Ko$ciany uchwyt miecza (fot. J. Reclaw).

Also, the ribbed bone handle of a gladius sword
(Fig. 8) was found. This is already the second such find
from Sector 12 (DYCZEK 2016: 87-94; GREEP 1984: 122~
124) During exploration of a late antique rubble layer, an
almost complete LR4-type amphora (Fig. 9), designated
for wine or olive oil, and dated to the first half of the 5™ c.
AD, was discovered fixed upright in the earth.

dr Martin Lemke
Antiquity of Southeastern Europe Research Centre,
University of Warsaw Fig. 9. LR4-type amphora (photo by J. Rectaw).
m.Jemke@uw.edu.pl Ryc. 9. Amfora typu LR4 (fot. J. Rectaw).
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WYKOPALISKA W NOVAE W 2015 R.

W 2015« (4 sierpien — 4 wrzesiet) odbyl sie
piaty sezon prac na sektorze XII (Ryc. 1, 2). Gléwnym
zadaniem pozostaje ustalenie funkeji zasadniczego budyn-
ku z fazy legionowej (I/II w. n.e.) na tym obszarze. W tym
celu przebadano powierzchnie o wielkosci ca. 260 m2, wo-
bec czego catkowity obszar objety badaniami liczy juz ca.
1200 m2.

Odkryto rurociag ceramiczny, wykonany z wtdrnie
uzytych, polaczonych imbrekséw (Ryc. 3a, 3b). Rozklad
malej tazni legionowej, ktérej maly basen eksplorowano
w sezonach 2013-2014 stal si¢ bardziej jasny: 6,5 m na po-
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tudnie od basenu odkryto posadzke z plyt ceramicznych na
podkiadzie z zaprawy (Ryc. 4).

Posréd zabytkéw wydzielonych jest kilka ciekawych
przedmiotédw, m. in. gemma przedstawiajaca lwa i gwiazde,
popularne motywy odnoszace si¢ do znakéw zodiakalnych
(Ryc. 5). Ponadto odkryto fragment inskrypcji (Rye. 6),
fragment wylewu miski z graffito prawdopodobnego imie-
nia trackiego wiasciciela (Ryc. 7), oraz ko$ciany uchwyt
miecza, ktéry pewnie nalezal do oficera legio I Italica (Ryc.
8). Natomiast w pdznoantycznej warstwie rumowiskowej

odkrylismy prawie cala amfore typu LR 4 (Ryc. 9).






