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MARTIN LEMKE

FiELDWORK AT NOvAE 2016

ovae is located on the Danube in northern
Bulgaria, not far from modern Svištov. This Roman 
legionary fortress of the legio I Italica and a late antique
town in the province of moesia Inferior has been investigat-
ed since the 1960s.1

The 2016 campaign (8 August – 9 September)
was the sixth one at Sector 12 (Fig. 1), where fieldwork
was initiated in 2011 (cf. LEMKE 2012; 2013; 2014; 2015a,
and in this volume). Six years into the excavations, the
main task was still to determine whether the principal 
structure had been a praetorium, a building of the immunes,
legionary barracks (possibly of the first cohort), a house of
a high-ranked officer, or something altogether different. 

The investigated area (Fig. 2) was enlarged by
around 250 m2 towards the north, east, and south, and divid-
ed into 18 trenches, thus measuring ca. 1450 m2 in total.
The year 2016 did not bring discoveries of any notable

1 Our research has been kindly supported by the University of
Warsaw and the National Science Centre (Narodowe Centrum

Nauki) within the project: ‘Obóz legionowy i miasto późnoan-
tyczne – kontynuacja badań, DEC 2014/13/B/HS3/04836. 

N

architectural remains of the wooden phase of the camp,
which had been clearly traceable during the 2011 and 2012
seasons and whose remnants became scarcer as the trench
was being moved farther away from the via principalis. This
gives us a hint regarding the range of the wooden phase at
Sector 12, as well as about the different depths to which
previously-existing structures were torn down when the
later ones were built. Simultaneously, the farther to the
south from the street, the greater the decrease in the overall
amount of walls and other remains from Late Antiquity,
which suggests that the centre of the legionary camp had
become almost abandoned in terms of architecture (Poulter
also suggests the less romantic use of the area as ‘a convenient
rubbish tip’ – POULTER 1994: 145, 139–148) at a point 
in time during the 5th and 6th c. AD, when the principa
and their surroundings were reduced to a market square
(LEMKE 2015b).

The first phase of stone constructions, dating to
the late 1st c. AD when the legio I Italica consolidated its
fortress, was of particular importance for the project. It in-

cluded medium and bigger limestones of a yellowish colour,
and a whole system of aqueducts and sewage channels in-
vestigated in the previous campaigns. In that area, a partic-
ular discovery was made in the north-eastern part of the
trench: pieces of a lead water pipeline made of two still link-
ed fistulae (Fig. 3). The pipes with a total length of 1.6 m
were aligned towards the north-west but they were prob-
ably not found in situ. They likely belonged to a conduit
from the late 1th or early 2nd c. AD and were discarded not
too long afterwards, given the stratigraphic position of the
pit they were deposited in.

Despite the already impressive size of the trench, 
a clear southern boundary of the entire complex remains
undetected. This reduces the probability that the principal
building was merely a centurion’s house and points to a high-
er officer as the main resident – as a matter of fact, the in-
creasing size of the building as it is unearthed might be 
a good occasion to reconsider an earlier suggestion that it is
actually the praetorium (LEMKE 2012: 195) i.e. the dwelling
not merely of a higher officer but the highest officer 

ŚWIATOWIT • XIII–XIv (LIv–Lv)A/B • 2015–2016
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fig. 1. Novae. The legionary fortress in the 2nd and 3rd c. AD. (based on an outline plan by J. Janiszewski, supplemented by T. Sarnowski,
L. Kovalevskaja, P. Zakrzewski, P. Dyczek, and M. Lemke).
Ryc. 1. Plan obozu legionowego w II i III w. n.e. (oprac. J. Kaniszewski, z modyfikacjami T. Sarnowski, L. Kovalevskaja, P. Zakrzewski, 
P. Dyczek, M. Lemke).
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fig. 2. Sector 12 after
the 2016 campaign
(drawing by P. Dyczek,
M. Lemke, M. Różycka,
and B. Wojciechowski).
Ryc. 2. Sektor XII po
kampanii w 2016 r. (ryc.
P. Dyczek, M. Lemke,
M. Różycka i B. Woj-
ciechowski).

fig. 3. Fistulae (photo
by M. Lemke).
Ryc. 3. Rurociąg ołowia-
ny (fot. M. Lemke).
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fig. 4. Plastered floor of a bath (photo by M. Lemke).
Ryc. 4. Posadzka łaźni (fot. M. Lemke).

fig. 5. Late antique or early medieval kiln or hearth (photo by M. Lemke).
Ryc. 5. Późnoantyczny /  wczesnośredniowieczny piec (fot. M. Lemke).
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fig. 6. Plate fibula (photo by M. Lemke).
Ryc. 6. fibula tarczowata (fot. M. Lemke).

fig. 7. Almgren 68 type fibula (photo by M. Lemke).
Ryc. 7. fibula typu Almgren 68 (fot. M. Lemke).

himself, the legionary legate (PETRIKOvITS 1975: 67).
Interestingly, near this year’s southern boundary of the trench,
a very well made plastered floor was found (Fig. 4). It is
completely preserved on an area measuring ca. 3.30 x 1.80 m,
and made of red hydraulic mortar on a bedding of common
mortar. The floor had been cut by walls from the early 2nd

c. AD and thus had to be dated to the late 1st c. AD. The
hydraulic mortar might be a hint towards a further bath in
this area, in addition to the one uncovered during the
2013–2014 campaigns (LEMKE 2014: 194–195; 2015a: 193–
195). future fieldwork should shed more light on this 
matter.

The late antique layers yielded an abundance of 
rubble with broken roof tiles – a distinct tendency that has 
been observed for a few seasons already, especially in 2013
(LEMKE 2014: 195). It is conceivable that the roof tiles were
initially a part of a 2nd c. AD building, which was reused 
in a subsequent construction and eventually dismantled
during the 5th or 6th c. AD. Also, from Late Antiquity or
even the early medieval period comes a kiln or hearth built
of stones and bricks (Fig. 5). Given its size, shape, and the
fact that no ceramics or glass raw material was detected
inside it, one has to presume the object was intended for
cooking or heating. 

The inventory of small finds is somewhat un-
impressive, but still contains a few interesting items. The
most prominent one from the principal legionary phase 
of the site is a gilded plate fibula from the late 4th c. AD
(Fig. 6). 

Another fibula, this time of the Almgren 68 type,
dated to the 1st c. AD, was found completely intact (Fig.
7). A small hoard of 48 bronze coins was also found scatter-
ed on the area of ca. 40 x 40 cm. The coins span chrono-
logically from Hadrian to Gordianus, which means they
could have been placed or lost towards the middle of the
3rd c. AD.

Perhaps the single most impressive find is a bronze
Byzantine censer (Fig. 8) that can be tentatively dated to
the 6th–7th c. AD. It was found in a rubble layer just be-
neath the surface and obviously should be linked to the
period when the episcopal complex on the other side of the
principia was at its height (BIERNACKI 2005: 53–74).

dr Martin Lemke
Antiquity of Southeastern Europe Research Center,

University of Warsaw
m.lemke@uw.edu.pl



2016 r. (8 sierpnia – 9 września) przepro-
wadzono szóstą kampanię w Sektorze XII (Ryc. 1, 2).
Głównym zadaniem pozostaje ustalenie funkcji zasadnicze-
go budynku z fazy legionowej (I/II w. n.e.) na tym obsza-
rze. Rozmiar odkrytej architektury może świadczyć o tym,
że mamy do czynienia z praetorium obozu. Do ciekawszych
odkryć w terenie należą rurociąg ołowiany, który był 

częścią sieci dystrybucji wody w obozie, posadzka z zapra-
wy hydraulicznej, należąca prawdopodobnie do większej
łaźni, oraz późnoantyczny lub wczesnośredniowieczny
piec. Pośród zabytków warto wymienić pozłacaną fibulę
tarczowatą, znakomicie zachowaną fibulę typu Almgren 68
oraz także idealnie zachowaną bizantyjską kadzielnicę 
z brązu.
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fig. 8. Byzantine bronze censer
(photo by J. Recław).
Ryc. 8. Bizantyjska kadzielnica 
z brązu (fot. J. Recław).
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