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MARTIN LEMKE

FIELDWORK AT RISAN 2016

D uring the 2016 campaign in Risan (Montcnegro),l
investigation of the Carine VIII area was continued. Carine
is a former village and currently a quarter of Risan located
on the northern bank of the Spila River (cf. KOwaL 2013;
LEMKE 2014). The area was first briefly excavated in 1968
(Carine I-V) (LEMKE forthcoming) and 1988 (KOVACEVIC
1997; UjEs, KOVACEVIC 1992), then systematically in
2001-2004 and 2014 (Carine VI) (DYCZEK ET AL. 2004;
2007), 2004-2013 (Carine VII) (DYCZEK ET AL. 2014),
and since 2015 (Carine VIII). Carine VIIL located direct-
ly where the slopes of the once fortified Gradine hill
(LEMKE 2014: 68-74) begin, was first investigated in 2015
(LEMKE in this volume; LEMKE 2017) (Fig. 1, 2).

The excavation area measured 101 m?2, with its
eastern edge directly parallel to the western edge of the 2015
trench. Just like in the adjoining trench the year before,
the upper layers contained huge amounts of antique pot-
tery directly beneath the surface, but these were a deposit

Z%

Gradina Hill
%‘&_‘ . p— -’

Fig. 1. Risan,
Carine: excava-
tions in 1968-
2016, overview
(compiled by
M. Lemke).

Ryc. 1. Stanowis- | F ieldwork campaigns
ko Carine w Ri- [ Carine I-V (1958) W Gt VIg200e-2013)
san, wykopalis- Carine VI (1988 Carine VI (2014

ka 1968-2016 o = = s
(oprac. M. Lemke).

Carine VI (2001-2004) I Carine Vil {since 2015)

! Carried out by the Antiquity of Southeastern Europe Research ed by the NCN, decision no. DEC 2014/14/M/HS3/00741.
Center, University of Warsaw. Our work has been kindly support-
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Fig. 2. Carine VIIIL, VI, and VI today (photo by M. Lemke).
Ryc. 2. Carine VIII, VIL i VI dzi$ (fot. M. Lemke).

consisting of a rubble layer which probably stemmed from
the time when a plateau was carved ca. 8 m above the
trench on the Gradina hill to accommodate a local elemen-
tary school built in the late 20t century. The surface runs
at a height of ca. 3.80 m above the sea level, whereas ground

350

water was expected at around 0.50 — 0.30 metre above the
sea level.

The stratigraphy of the topmost layers very much
resembled the situation in the 2015 trench, i.e. it consisted
of a rubble layer followed by another one with many sherds

Fig. 3. Monumental wall with
bossage (‘palace’) at Carine VIII
(photo by M. Lemke).

Ryc. 3. Monumentalny mur z bo-
niowaniem (,palac”) na Carine
VIII (fot. M. Lemke).
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Fig. 4. The ‘palace’ at Carine VIII (photo by D. Vujici¢).
Ryc. 4. “Patac” na Carine VIII (fot. D. Vujici¢).

of broken pottery, particularly amphorae, underne-
ath. These layers accumulated at some point in
modern times. After reaching bedrock in the nor-
thern part of the trench and the depth of about
0.30 m a.s.l. in the southern part, when emerging
ground water made a further descent impossible,
the excavations of the 2016 campaign revealed very
interesting architectural features first explored
in 2015 and interpreted as a mansion-like edifice
of the local Illyrian aristocracy (Fig. 3, 4). This
particular wall was made of large stone blocks,
however not in the common polygonal ‘cyclopean’
technique (FABER 1992) with stones well-fitted in
shape, but not in size. Instead, stone blocks of
a similar height were cut, so that they had a deco-
rative bossage on the outer surface. The building
was promptly given the working name ‘palace]
which awaits further verification in the campaigns

Fig. 5. Illyrian or Early Hellenistic street junction (photo
by M. Lemke).

Ryc. 5. lliryjska / wezesnohellenistyczna brukowana ulica
(fot. M. Lemke).
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Fig. 6. Leg of a small clay statue (photo by K. Narloch).
Ryc. 6. Noga posazka terakotowego (fot. K. Narloch).

to come. On the outside of the building in question a pave-
ment of large stone slabs and a cobbled street running
along the E-W axis were discovered with a covered sewage
canal running parallelly along its southern side. As the said
street was further explored, it turned out that there was a
junction, where another street (1.3 m wide) branched off
towards the south (Fig. 5). On the opposite side of the stre-
et, rooms of another building were unearthed.
Unsurprisingly, a massive amount of pottery, espe-
cially amphorae and stoppers, was discovered, although

Fig. 7. Arm of a small bronze statue (photo by K. Narloch).
Ryc. 7. Reka figurki z brazu (fot. K. Narloch).

much of this material was out of context, as noted above.
On the other hand, the number of high quality artefacts is
unfortunately disproportional as compared to the abun-
dancy of the 2015 campaign. The more noteworthy include:
a leg of a small clay statue (Fig. 6) and an arm of an equal-
ly small bronze figure (Fig. 7).

Apart from the fieldwork, a geophysical survey was
also performed in 2016. Several tools, ic. the magnetic
method, the soil resistivity method, or a ground-penetra-
ting radar, could be employed (P1sz, HEGYI, GERGELY,

Fig. 8. Carine VIII after the initial attempts at conservation (photo by M. Lemke).
Ryc. 8. Carine VIII po pierwszych prébach konserwacji (fot. M. Lemke)
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PALL forthcoming). The surveyed areas were: Carine VI, fill in the trial trench, but rather to keep it open and ad-
VII, and VIIL, the park in front of the main church, and the ditionally re-open the 2015 trench. The plan to conserve
Gradina hilltop. The data from the latter revealed various and restore this particular building has proven difficult.

linear anomalies possibly generated by remains of a larger ) ) )
However, it was possible to take some photographs to give

rectangular building near the edge of a small fortress. Carine
a better idea of the 2015 and 2016 trenches together

VIII was a tricky area due to distortions caused by an under-
ground high voltage wire. Still, some other wall remains (Fig. 8).
were visible to the east, certifying that there were more
buildings in this direction, maybe of similar construction.

Carine VII and VI were also investigated in a similar dr Martin Lemke

fashion. The most important information acquired in these o
Antiquity of Southeastern Europe Research Center,

areas was the general layout of the walls and streets.

After the conclusion of the 2016 campaign, the University of Warsaw
Montenegrin authorities came up with an initiative not to m.lemke@uw.edu.pl
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Ri1SAN, CZARNOGORA. WYKOPALISKA W 2016 R.

W roku 2016 eksplorowano ponownie sondaz
nieopodal miejscowej szkoly podstawowej, u stép akropo-
lu Risan, wzgérza zwanego Gradina. Zabudowa miejska
odkryta wzdtuz rzeki po drugiej stronie szkoly w latach
2004-2012, cho¢ przyniosta wspaniale zabytki, jak stynny
skarb z Risan, to jednak reprezentuje stosunkowo plebejska
kwater¢ miasta, z niewielkimi ulicami, magazynami pel-

nych amfor i skromnymi domostwami.

Oddalony o kilkadziesigt metréw tegoroczny od-
cinek Carine VIII ukazat nam zdecydowanie bardziej mo-
numentalng architekture juz podczas pierwszego sezonu

354

prac w 2015 r. Takze podczas kampanii 2016 odkrylismy
w wykopie szereg solidnych muréw, z ktdrych szczegélnie
jeden z bardzo duzych blokéw kamiennych, uchwycony
juz w 2016 r., przesadzil o interpretacji tego odcinka jako
»palac”.

Po zewnetrznej stronie dalej odstoniliémy bruko-
wang ulice z wezedniejszego, hellenistycznego okresu mia-
sta, wraz z murowanym kanalem, od ktérej przy pétnocno-
-zachodnim narozniku ,,patacu” odchodzi boczna uliczka.
Po drugiej stronie ulicy znajduje si¢ ciag pomieszczen kolej-
nego budynku, ktéry by¢ moze wraz z ,,patacem” tworzyt
wickszy kompleks rezydencjonalny.



