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MARTIN LEMKE

FiELDWORK AT RiSAN 2016

uring the 2016 campaign in Risan (Montenegro),1

investigation of the Carine vIII area was continued. Carine
is a former village and currently a quarter of Risan located
on the northern bank of the Spila River (cf. KOWAL 2013;
LEMKE 2014). The area was first briefly excavated in 1968
(Carine I–v) (LEMKE forthcoming) and 1988 (KOvAčEvIć

1997; UJES, KOvAčEvIć 1992), then systematically in
2001–2004 and 2014 (Carine vI) (DyCZEK ET AL. 2004;
2007), 2004–2013 (Carine vII) (DyCZEK ET AL. 2014),
and since 2015 (Carine vIII). Carine vIII, located direct-
ly where the slopes of the once fortified Gradine hill
(LEMKE 2014: 68–74) begin, was first investigated in 2015
(LEMKE in this volume; LEMKE 2017) (Fig. 1, 2). 

The excavation area measured 101 m2, with its
eastern edge directly parallel to the western edge of the 2015
trench. Just like in the adjoining trench the year before, 
the upper layers contained huge amounts of antique pot-
tery directly beneath the surface, but these were a deposit

1 Carried out by the Antiquity of Southeastern Europe Research
Center, University of Warsaw. Our work has been kindly support-

ed by the NCN, decision no. DEC 2014/14/M/HS3/00741.

D
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fig. 1. R i s a n ,
Carine: excava-
tions in 1968–
2016, overview
(compiled by 
M. Lemke).
Ryc. 1. Stanowis-
ko Carine w Ri-
san, wykopalis-
ka 1968–2016
(oprac. M. Lemke).
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fig. 2. Carine vIII, vII, and vI today (photo by M. Lemke).
Ryc. 2. Carine vIII, vII i vI dziś (fot. M. Lemke).

fig. 3. Monumental wall with
bossage (‘palace’) at Carine vIII
(photo by M. Lemke).
Ryc. 3. Monumentalny mur z bo-
niowaniem („pałac”) na Carine
vIII (fot. M. Lemke).

consisting of a rubble layer which probably stemmed from
the time when a plateau was carved ca. 8 m above the
trench on the Gradina hill to accommodate a local elemen-
tary school built in the late 20th century. The surface runs
at a height of ca. 3.80 m above the sea level, whereas ground

water was expected at around 0.50 – 0.30 metre above the
sea level.

The stratigraphy of the topmost layers very much
resembled the situation in the 2015 trench, i.e. it consisted
of a rubble layer followed by another one with many sherds
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fig. 4. The ‘palace’ at Carine vIII (photo by D. vujičić).
Ryc. 4. “Pałac” na Carine vIII (fot. D. vujičić).

fig. 5. Illyrian or Early Hellenistic street junction (photo 
by M. Lemke).
Ryc. 5. Illiryjska / wczesnohellenistyczna brukowana ulica
(fot. M. Lemke).

of broken pottery, particularly amphorae, underne-
ath. These layers accumulated at some point in
modern times. After reaching bedrock in the nor-
thern part of the trench and the depth of about
0.30 m a.s.l. in the southern part, when emerging
ground water made a further descent impossible,
the excavations of the 2016 campaign revealed very
interesting architectural features first explored 
in 2015 and interpreted as a mansion-like edifice
of the local Illyrian aristocracy (Fig. 3, 4). This 
particular wall was made of large stone blocks,
however not in the common polygonal ‘cyclopean’
technique (fABER 1992) with stones well-fitted in
shape, but not in size. Instead, stone blocks of 
a similar height were cut, so that they had a deco-
rative bossage on the outer surface. The building
was promptly given the working name ‘palace’,
which awaits further verification in the campaigns
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fig. 7. Arm of a small bronze statue (photo by K. Narloch).
Ryc. 7. Ręka figurki z brązu (fot. K. Narloch).

fig. 8. Carine vIII after the initial attempts at conservation (photo by M. Lemke). 
Ryc. 8. Carine vIII po pierwszych próbach konserwacji (fot. M. Lemke)

fig. 6. Leg of a small clay statue (photo by K. Narloch).
Ryc. 6. Noga posążka terakotowego (fot. K. Narloch).

to come. On the outside of the building in question a pave-
ment of large stone slabs and a cobbled street running
along the E-W axis were discovered with a covered sewage
canal running parallelly along its southern side. As the said
street was further explored, it turned out that there was a
junction, where another street (1.3 m wide) branched off
towards the south (Fig. 5). On the opposite side of the stre-
et, rooms of another building were unearthed. 

Unsurprisingly, a massive amount of pottery, espe-
cially amphorae and stoppers, was discovered, although

much of this material was out of context, as noted above.
On the other hand, the number of high quality artefacts is
unfortunately disproportional as compared to the abun-
dancy of the 2015 campaign. The more noteworthy include:
a leg of a small clay statue (Fig. 6) and an arm of an equal-
ly small bronze figure (Fig. 7).

Apart from the fieldwork, a geophysical survey was
also performed in 2016. Several tools, i.e. the magnetic
method, the soil resistivity method, or a ground-penetra-
ting radar, could be employed (PISZ, HEGyI, GERGELy,
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PáLL forthcoming). The surveyed areas were: Carine vI,
vII, and vIII, the park in front of the main church, and the
Gradina hilltop. The data from the latter revealed various
linear anomalies possibly generated by remains of a larger
rectangular building near the edge of a small fortress. Carine
vIII was a tricky area due to distortions caused by an under-
ground high voltage wire. Still, some other wall remains
were visible to the east, certifying that there were more
buildings in this direction, maybe of similar construction.
Carine vII and vI were also investigated in a similar
fashion. The most important information acquired in these
areas was the general layout of the walls and streets. 

After the conclusion of the 2016 campaign, the
Montenegrin authorities came up with an initiative not to

fill in the trial trench, but rather to keep it open and ad-
ditionally re-open the 2015 trench. The plan to conserve
and restore this particular building has proven difficult.
However, it was possible to take some photographs to give
a better idea of the 2015 and 2016 trenches together 
(Fig. 8).

dr Martin Lemke
Antiquity of Southeastern Europe Research Center,

University of Warsaw
m.lemke@uw.edu.pl

Literature

DyCZEK P. ET AL.
2004 P. DyCZEK, v. KOvAčEvIć, P. LUTOvAC, J. MARTINOvIC, J. RECŁAW, A. STAKOvIC, rhizon 2001–2003.

Preliminary report on the excavations of the center for archaelogical research – novae, warsaw University, 
“Archeologia” Lv, 101–118.

2007 P. DyCZEK, v. KOvAčEvIć, M. LEMKE, P. LUTOvAC, J. RECŁAW, rhizon 2004–2007. Preliminary report on 
the excavations of the center for research on the antiquity of southeastern europe, University of warsaw, 
“Archeologia” LvIII, 121–139.

2014 P. DyCZEK, T. KOWAL, M. LEMKE, J. RECŁAW, rhizon 2008–2012. Preliminary report on the excavations of 
the center for research on the antiquity of southeastern europe, University of warsaw, “Archeologia” LXII– 
LXIII (2011–2012), 91–109.

fABER A.
1992 Prilog topografiji prethistorijskog i antičkog naselja na tlu risna, “Glasnik Odjeljenja umjetnosti. Crnogorska 

akademija nauka i umjetnosti” 11, 26–39.

KOvAčEvIć v.
1997 Istraživanja arheološkog lokaliteta “carine” u risnu, “Glasnik Odjelenja Umjetnosti Crnogorska Akademija 

Nauka i Umietnosti” 16, 17–51.

KOWAL T.
2013 changes in a landscape: a case study of Three Postcards from risan, “Novensia” 24, 41–60.

KOWAL T., LEMKE M.
2015 risan, montenegro. excavations in 2014, “Światowit” XII (LIII)/A (2014), 213–222.

LEMKE M.
2014 new Facts from old Texts. dusting off written sources on antique and medieval risan, “Novensia” 25, 53–83.
2017 zwei bronzene acheloosmasken aus der hellenistischen hafensiedlung rhizon (montenegro), Archäologisches 

Korrespondenzblatt 47/4, 489–500.
(forthcoming) A History of Research in Risan, (in:) rhizon/risinum I, Warsaw.

PISZ M., HEGyI A., GERGELLy PáLL D.
(forthcoming) multimethod non-destructive archaeological survey of the Illyrian capital cities at shkodër (albania) and 

risan (montenegro) in 2016, “Novensia”.

UJES D., KOvAčEvIć v.
1992 novac “kralja” balajosa sa iskopavanja u risnu (1988), “Numizmatičar” 15, 9–24.



roku 2016 eksplorowano ponownie sondaż
nieopodal miejscowej szkoły podstawowej, u stóp akropo-
lu Risan, wzgórza zwanego Gradina. Zabudowa miejska
odkryta wzdłuż rzeki po drugiej stronie szkoły w latach
2004–2012, choć przyniosła wspaniałe zabytki, jak słynny
skarb z Risan, to jednak reprezentuje stosunkowo plebejską
kwaterę miasta, z niewielkimi ulicami, magazynami peł-
nych amfor i skromnymi domostwami. 

Oddalony o kilkadziesiąt metrów tegoroczny od-
cinek Carine vIII ukazał nam zdecydowanie bardziej mo-
numentalną architekturę już podczas pierwszego sezonu

prac w 2015 r. Także podczas kampanii 2016 odkryliśmy 
w wykopie szereg solidnych murów, z których szczególnie
jeden z bardzo dużych bloków kamiennych, uchwycony 
już w 2016 r., przesądził o interpretacji tego odcinka jako
„pałac”. 

Po zewnętrznej stronie dalej odsłoniliśmy bruko-
waną ulicę z wcześniejszego, hellenistycznego okresu mia-
sta, wraz z murowanym kanałem, od której przy północno-
-zachodnim narożniku „pałacu” odchodzi boczna uliczka.
Po drugiej stronie ulicy znajduje się ciąg pomieszczeń kolej-
nego budynku, który być może wraz z „pałacem” tworzył
większy kompleks rezydencjonalny. 
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