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MARCIN MATERA, PAWEŁ LECH, ELŻBIETA SROCZyńSKA

TANAiS, RuSSiA. ExCAvATiONS iN ThE 2015 SEASON1

he works were carried out between the 29th of
June and 28th of July 2015.2 They involved 22 persons, 
including students of the University of Warsaw, volunteers,
and researchers from Poland and the Russian federation.
The excavations were conducted in the southern part of
Trench XXv, which covers the area of the so-called Turkish
embankment (the eastern part of Square 114 and the
squares 118–120) and the area of a defensive ditch (squares
26–29). The aims of this year’s research were first to cap-
ture the eastern border of Room C in Square 114, second
to remove cultural horizons spread over the rest of the
Hellenistic architecture in the squares 118–120, as well as
to prepare them for exploration in future seasons.

Turkish embankment, the eastern part
of Square 114 ‘c’

Archaeological works in the squares 112–114 start-
ed in 2012. Between 2012 and 2014, they resulted in re-

1 Research in Season 2015 was conducted with financial assistance
of the National Science Centre (decision no. 2011/03/B/HS3/
00637) and the Antiquity of Southeastern Europe Research Centre.
2 List of participants of the archaeological mission in Tanais in
2015: A. Bajkowska, G. Bespalyj (Russia), O. Bespalaya (Russia),

D. Bugaev (Russia), J. Golec-Islam, A. Graczyk, A. Honkowicz, 
S. Il’yashenko (Russia), E. yatsenko (Russia), M. Kacprzak, P. Lech,
B. Lis, M. Matera, A. Miernik, S. Naumenko (Russia), N. Pachołek,
E. Sroczyńska, A. Szczygieł, f. Szemiet, N. Treder, M. Warowna,
K. Żywicki.

T

vealing architectural remains of a curtain of the defensive
Wall I, Street ‘b’, part of Room C (dated to the 1st c. BC),
and Room C1 (dated to the 1st c. AD) which was created
as a result of alteration of Room C (SCHOLL 2014; 2015).
So far, the southern borders of the rooms C and C1 could
not be determined, as they are out of the squares 113–114.
Until the beginning of the excavations in 2015, the eastern
border of Room C was also unknown. 

In order to locate this border, archaeological works
in Season 2015 were started in the eastern part of Square
114 (where archaeological research was stopped in 2013
after only the subsurface layers had been removed). This
year’s investigations started with exploration of dump layers
dated to the first centuries AD. It resulted in revealing Wall
22, which is the eastern border of Room C, and the walls

23 and 24 extending from Wall 22 towards the east. These
walls enclosed Room E, which continued into the eastern
profile of Square 114, from the north (Wall 23) and the
south (Wall 24). To the south from Room E, another wal-
led chamber was found, which was marked as Room f
(Figs. 1, 2). In this room, on the inner face of the walls 22
and 24, remains of clay plaster of the total thickness of 
0.07 m were recorded (Fig. 3). Moreover, along Wall 22
and Wall 24 a fragmentarily-preserved stone construction
was recorded, located directly on the clay floor of the room.
Perhaps these are traces left after an abutment reinforcing
both walls. Room f continued into the eastern and south-
ern profiles of Square 114. Archaeological research of Room
f was stopped at the level of the clay floor and the investi-
gation of Room E stopped at the height of ca. 2.80 m. Both
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fig. 1. Squares 113–114, a view from the south (photo M. Matera).
Ryc. 1. Kwadraty 113–114, widok z południa (fot. M. Matera).

fig. 2. Squares 113–114, a plan of the architectural remains (drawing by S. Naumenko).
Ryc. 2. Kwadraty 113–114, plan pozostałości architektonicznych (rys. S. Naumenko).



rooms should be dated to the Late Hellenistic period. It is
evidenced by archaeological material as well as construc-
tion of the walls that they adjoin the rooms and overlap in
their corners with Wall 22. In turn, Wall 22 is also the
eastern border of Room C, dated to the 1st c. BC.

Among the archaeological material dated to the
Hellenistic period discovered in this part of Trench XXv, 
a fragment of terracotta statuette deserves a special mention
(Fig. 4), along with stamped handles of Rhodian amphorae
(Fig. 5) and fragments of Megarian bowls (Fig. 6). 
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fig. 3. Room f,
clay plaster on
Wall 22 (photo
by M. Matera).
Ryc. 3. Pomiesz-
czenie f, glinia-
ny tynk na mu-
rze 22 (fot. M.
Matera).

fig. 4. fragment of a terracotta statuette, inv. no. T.XXv.15.27p
(photo by P. Lech).
Ryc. 4. fragment figurki terakotowej, nr inw. T.XXv.15.27p
(fot. P. Lech).

fig. 5. Rhodian stamped amphora handle, inv. no. T.XXv.15.22p
(photo by P. Lech).
Ryc. 5. Stemplowane imadło amfory rodyjskiej, nr inw. T.XXv.15.22p
(fot. P. Lech).  
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fig. 6. fragment of a Megarian bowl, inv. no. T.XXv.15.20p (photo by 
P. Lech).
Ryc. 6. fragment czarki megaryjskiej, nr inw. T.XXv.15.20p (fot. P. Lech).

fig. 7. Bronze tendril brooch, inv. no. T.XXv.15.39p
(photo by P. Lech).
Ryc. 7. Zapinka brązowa z podwiniętą nóżką, nr inw.
T.XXv.15.39p (fot. P. Lech).

Turkish embankment, 
the squares 118–120

In the squares 118–120, the upper
archaeological layers were mixed with large
amounts of small and medium-sized 
stones, ceramic material, and animal bones.
The mixed layers covered all the remains of
the architectural constructions discovered
in the squares 118–120. The latter were
recognized as a stone coat of a defensive
rampart (Square 118 and the eastern part
of Square 29), remains of a stone pavement,
and a section of Wall 25 (squares 119–
120). The most interesting finds discover-
ed in these layers were a bronze tendril 
brooch (AMBROZ 1966: 48–49; 1969: 251,
tab. II, figs. 6–11; KROPOTOv 2010: 71–
74, fig. 31) (Fig. 7) and a bronze denarius
of Reskuporis II (fROLOvA 1979: pls. L–
LII; 1997: 10–13; ANOHIN 1986: 167,
No. 645 and tab. 31) (Fig 8). 

fig. 8. Bronze denarius of Reskuporis II, inv. no. T.XXv.15.38p (photo by 
P. Lech).
Ryc. 8. Brązowy denar Reskuporisa II, nr inw. T.XXv.15.38p (fot. P. Lech).



Defensive rampart coated with stone
(Figs. 9–10)

A part of this rampart was first discovered in 2013.
It was interpreted then as a result of an erosional process of
filling of a destroyed defensive wall. The section of the
stone coat of the rampart measuring ca. 6.80 × 5.30 m
discovered during this season covered nearly the whole area
of Square 118 and about next 2 metres in the eastern part
of Square 29. The height of the embankment was up to
1.30 m. The rampart was reinforced with the stone coat
only from the outer western part of the slope. On the east-
ern side, the construction ended with an almost straight

line, oriented along the N–S axis. The construction of the
coat was quite primitive. The outer slope of the rampart
was reinforced with an additional layer imposed on its sur-
face consisting of small and medium–sized stones, covered
by a layer of soil. The thickness of the layer of the coat was
approximately 0.30 m. Determining an absolute chrono-
logy for the rampart is problematic. In the layer thrown on
the coat, no archaeological material was recorded that could
be considered a good chronological indicator. The ceramic
finds discovered in this layer are chronologically in-
homogeneous. fragments of Hellenistic vessels, Roman
amphorae, and Late Antique ceramics were present there as
well.
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fig. 10. Squares 29–118, the defensive rampart, a view from the east (photo by M. Matera).
Ryc. 10. Kwadraty 29–118, wał obronny, widok ze wschodu (fot. M. Matera).

fig. 9. Squares 29–118, the defensive rampart, a view from the south (photo by M. Matera).
Ryc. 9. Kwadraty 29–118, wał obronny, widok z południa (fot. M. Matera).
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fig. 11. Squares 119–120, a plan of the architectural remains (drawing by S. Naumenko).
Ryc. 11. Kwadraty 119–120, plan pozostałości architektonicznych (rys. S. Naumenko).

Stone pavement in the squares
119–120 (Fig. 11)

This construction is preserved fragmentarily
over the area of 15 m2. It was made of small and medium-
-sized fragments of limestone placed on the layer of a sub-
base course of little pebbles and crushed limestone. During
clean-ing of the pavement surface, ceramics dated to the
first centuries AD was found – fragments of amphorae of
the vnukov C I type (vNUKOv 2003: 28sq.), red and
pink clay Bosporus amphorae, south Pontic orange clay
amphorae, and vnukov C Iv amphorae, variants A and
BB (vNUKOv 2003: 117sq.). from the south, the pave-
ment adjoined Wall 25 uncover-ed there up to the length
of approximately 1.20 m. 

The section of the stone pavement and Wall 25
discovered in the squares 119–120 should be presumably
dated to the 1st c. AD (maybe even to the end of the 1st

and the beginning of the 2nd c. AD). 

Defensive ditch 
(the squares 26–29)

The archaeological works in the squares 26–29 began
in 2013. They were stopped after removal of the subsurface
layers. During the 2015 season, the layers which filled the
defensive ditch were explored. They had an inhomogeneous
character – in some places there were concentrations of ash
and animal bones. In this part of Trench XXv, the investiga-
tion was stopped at the level of between -3.18 m (in the 
central part of Square 29) and -2.35 m in Square 26.

dr Marcin Matera
Institute of Archaeology, University of Warsaw

marcinmatera@uw.edu.pl

mgr Paweł Lech
pawel.lech.1989@gmail.com

mgr Elżbieta Sroczyńska
galari@wp.pl
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pracach prowadzonych w sezonie 2015 ucze-
stniczyły 22 osoby: pracownicy naukowi z Polski i z Rosji,
studenci z Uniwersytetu Warszawskiego oraz wolontariu-
sze z Polski. Działania skoncentrowane były w południowej
części wykopu XXv i obejmowały rejon tzw. wału tureckie-
go (część wschodnia kwadratu 114 i kwadraty 118–120)
oraz rowu obronnego (kwadraty 26–29). Celem tegorocz-
nych badań było przede wszystkim uchwycenie wschodniej
granicy datowanego na I w. p.n.e. pomieszczenia C w kwa-
dracie 114, oraz zdjęcie nawarstwień kulturowych zalega-
jących nad pozostałościami hellenistycznej architektury 
w kwadratach 118–120.

W kwadracie 114, poza murem 22 ograniczającym
pomieszczenie C od strony wschodniej, częściowo odsło-
nięte zostały również fragmenty dwóch innych pomiesz-
czeń – E i f (Ryc. 1–3). Prace prowadzone w kwadratach
118–120 doprowadziły do odsłonięcia pozostałości archi-
tektonicznych w postaci wału obronnego z kamiennym
pancerzem, płytowania i muru 25 (Ryc. 9–11).

Do najciekawszych zabytków odkrytych w tym se-
zonie badawczym należały fragmenty figurek terakotowych
(Ryc. 4), stemplowane imadła amfor rodyjskich (Ryc. 5),
fragmenty czarek megaryjskich (Ryc. 6), brązowa fibula
(Ryc. 7) i moneta Reskuporisa II (Ryc. 8).
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