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TANAiS, RuSSiA. ExCAvATiONS iN ThE 2016 SEASON

he works were carried out between 27th June
and 26th July 2016.1 They involved 31 persons, including
students of the University of Warsaw, volunteers, and re-
searchers from Poland (University of Warsaw and Warsaw
University of Technology) and the Russian federation.2 The
works were conducted in the southern part of Trench XXv
– the squares 26–29 (the area of the defensive ditch) and
118–120 (the area of the so-called Turkish embankment).
The aim of this year’s research was to continue exploration
of the western line of fortifications and their nearest sur-
oundings, including buildings dated to the 1st c. BC.

Turkish embankment, 
the squares 118–120

Archaeological research in the squares 118–120
started from the level reached in 2015.

The construction of the stone coat of the defensive

1 Research in the 2016 season was conducted with financial assis-
tance of the Antiquity of Southeastern Europe Research Center,
University of Warsaw.
2 List of participants of the archaeological mission in Tanais in
2016: M. Adamiak, P. Bartosiak (Warsaw University of Tech-
nology), A. Białobrzewska, G. Bespalyj (Russia), O. Bespalaya
(Russia), A. Błaszczyk, A. Deptuła, M. Dunajko, A. Graczyk, 

A. Honkowicz, S. Il’yashenko (Russia), A. Karolczak, P. Lech, 
E. Malewicz, M. Matera, A. Miernik, A. Misiurny, S. Naumenko
(Russia), N. Pachołek, E. Pawlikowska, J. Pokrzywnicki, 
J. Rozdżestwieński, A. Skłodowska, A. Skorochod, E. Sroczyńska,
A. Szczygieł, f. Szemiet, J. Tataruda, W. Terlikowski (Warsaw
University of Technology), L. Tymofeeva, E. yatsenko (Russia).

T

rampart, probably dated to the Late Antique period, in
Square 118 was dismantled. This revealed a horizon of
destruction of the Hellenistic defensive wall and fragment
of its outer wall – Wall 8 (Fig. 1). 

In the squares 119–120, the partially preserved
stone pavement discovered in 2015 was removed. Below, an
earlier phase of this construction was unearthed (Fig. 2). It
was made of narrow limestone slabs. The maximum dimen-
sions of the exposed part of the pavement: 6.40 m (E-W)
and 2.70 m (N-S). The construction was adjacent to Wall
25, which formed the southern wall of the rooms C1 and
C2, and created the surface of the courtyard. At its eastern
end, a storage pit nearly 3 metres deep was discovered. The

diameter of the mouth of the pit was about 1.20 m. The pit
was pear-shaped in the cross section with a maximum dia-
meter of 1.70 m. The archaeological material found in the
pit should be dated to the 2nd half of the 1st c. through the
beginning of the 2nd c. AD. Its backfill contained, among
other artefacts, fragments of amphorae of the vnukov C I,
vnukov C IvA (Fig. 3), and C IvB type (Fig. 4), as well as
the so-called Colchian amphorae. High percentage – 41%
of all the discovered materials were fragments of hand-
made pottery. 

In the northern part of the squares 119–120,
exploration of the backfill of the rooms C1 and C2 dated
to the 1st c. AD was continued. The works in this part of
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fig. 1. Horizon of the demolished defensive wall in the squares 118–119 with a preserved fragment of the outer facade – Wall 8. view
from the south (photo by M. Matera).
Ryc. 1. Horyzont zniszczenia muru obronnego w kwadratach 118–119 z zachowanym fragmentem zewnętrznej fasady – muru 8. Widok
od strony południowej (fot. M. Matera)

fig. 2. Stone pavement and Pit 1/2016 discovered in the squares 119–120. view from the south (photo by M. Matera).
Ryc. 2. Płytowanie i jama 1/2016 odkryte w kwadratach 119–120. Widok od strony południowej (fot. M. Matera).



the trench were completed on the level of clay floors of
both rooms. fragments of transport amphorae of the
vnukov C I, vnukov C IvA (Fig. 3), and C IvB type, the

so-called Colchian amphorae (Fig. 4), red clay amphorae
with double handles, red slipped pottery, hand-made pot-
tery (Fig. 5), and grey ware were registered.
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fig. 3. fragment of the upper part of the amphora of the vnukov C IvA
type, inv. no. T.XXv.16.114p. (drawing by N. Biespalaya).
Ryc. 3. fragment górnej partii amfory typu vnukov C IvA, nr inw.
T.XXv.16.114p (rys. N. Biespalaya). 

fig. 4. fragment of the upper part of the ‘Colchian’ am-
phora, inv. no. T.XXv.16.117p (drawing by N. Biespalaya).
Ryc. 4. fragment górnej partii amfory „kolchidzkiej”, nr
inw. T.XXv.16.117p (rys. N. Biespalaya).

fig. 5. fragment of the upper part of the hand-made vessel, inv. no. T.XXv.16.152p. (drawing N. Biespalaya).
Ryc. 5. fragment górnej partii naczynia lepionego ręcznie, nr inw. T.XXv.16.152p (rys. N. Biespalaya).



Rooms C1 and C2 (Fig. 6)
These rooms were created when Wall 20 divided

Room C dated to the late Hellenistic period. The works in
the northern part of this complex were conducted in 2013
and 2014. In the latest season, the southern parts of the
rooms C1 and C2 were unearthed.

from the west, Room C1 was bounded by Wall 13,
from the north – by Wall 19, and from the east – by Wall 20.
To the south, there was Wall 25. The dimensions of Room
C1: 4.50 m (N-S) × 2.85 m (E-W); area: 12.80 square meters.
In the northwest corner of Room C1, remains of an oven or
a portable stove were discovered during the previous seasons.
The floor of the room was a clay block about 0.10 m thick.

Room C2 was located east of Room C1 and was
separated by Wall 20. During the 2016 season, to the east
of Wall 20 and north of Wall 25 a preserved fragment of 
a clay floor about 0.10–0.15 m above the floor level of
Room C was discovered. Hence it was possible to date the
functioning of Room C2 to the 1st c. AD. The dimensions
of the preserved fragment of the clay floor, dated to the 
1st c. AD, measured 1.00 m (N-S) and 1.80 m (E-W). from
the east, the floor was destroyed by a later dumping area for
the stones from Wall 22. Most likely, the floor originally
reached this wall. Room C2 was therefore bounded by 
the walls 20 (from the west), 25 (from the south), and 22
(from the east). The northern boundary of the room was 
probably Wall 19. In this case, the surface of Room C2
amounted to about 11.20 square metres.

As a result of the works performed in the northern
parts of the squares 119–120, the hypothesis about functio-
ning of the late phase of Room f – Room f1 should also be
taken into consideration. The north-western part of Room
f was unearthed in 2015. It adjoined Room C from the
east and Room E from the south. The rooms E and f were
separated by Wall 24. The southern and eastern parts of
Room f have not been unearthed so far. The exposed room
width was 1.90 m (N-S) and 0.90 m (E-W). The clay floor
of Room f was discovered at the level of -3.40 m. During
the 2016 season, to the north from Wall 25 and east of the
later dumping area for the stones from Wall 22, at the level
of -2.70 m (i.e. 0.65 m above the level of the previous 
floor) a fragment of another floor associated with the final 
phase of functioning of Room f – Room f1 was discovered
(Fig. 7).

Defensive ditch (Squares 26–29)
Archaeological works in the squares 26–29 began

in 2013. They were stopped after the removal of the sub-
surface layers. During the 2015 season, the layers which fil-
led the defensive ditch were explored. They were of an
inhomogeneous character – in some places there were con-
centrations of ash and animal bones. 

Works in the squares 26–29 continued from the
level unearthed during the 2015 season, i.e. from -2.62 
(in the eastern part of Square 29) to -3.59 m (in Square 
26).

MARCIN MATERA, PAWEŁ LECH, ELŻBIETA SROCZyńSKA
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fig. 6. Room C and the rooms C1 and C2 resulting from its reconstruction. view from the north (photo by M. Matera).
Ryc. 6. Pomieszczenie C i powstałe w rezultacie jego przebudowy pomieszczenia C1 i C2. Widok od strony północnej (fot. M. Matera).



In the squares 26–27, during this research season
the excavations reached the natural subsoil. The section of
the defensive ditch examined to date ran along the N–S
line. The works carried out during the excavation campaign
in 2016 revealed the place where it changed its direction
and began to run west. In Square 26, an outer corner of the
defensive ditch was unearthed and a portion of its northern
counterscarp about 3.00 m wide. In Square 27, a western
counterscarp of the defensive ditch was discovered, reinfor-
ced with a retaining wall (26) (Figs. 8–9). The preserved
length of Wall 26 was 3.90 m and its maximum height was
0.55 m. The western slope of the defensive ditch was relati-
vely gentle. The angle of its incline reached 8°. The angle of
the incline of the northern slope of the defensive ditch was

slightly smaller – only 6°. The ditch of the N–S line and the
ditch that ran along the E–W line merged in the north-
eastern part of Square 26 at a distance of 2.50 m south of its
northern border. This is where an almost horizontal surfa-
ce begins, occupying the north-western part of Square 26.
At this point Pit 2/2016 was registered at the northern
boundary of the square. Three other pits were located on
the northern counterscarp of the defensive ditch. In the
2016 season, the pits discovered in Square 26 were not
explored.

A fragment of the defensive ditch discovered in
Square 27 was dug in the natural subsoil, and in the south-
eastern part of the square cut in the bedrock forming its
bottom.

TANAIS, RUSSIA. EXCAvATIONS IN THE 2016 SEASON
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fig. 7. Clay floor in Room
C2, dumping area for the
stones from Wall 22 and clay
floor from Room f1 (photo
by M. Matera).
Ryc. 7. Polepa w pomieszcze-
niu C2, wkop po kamienie 
z muru 22 i gliniana podło-
ga pomieszczenia f1 (fot. 
M. Matera).
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fig. 9. Retaining Wall 26 (eastern facade) and the outer corner of the defensive ditch (photo by M. Matera).
Ryc. 9. Mur oporowy 26 (fasada wschodnia) i zewnętrzny narożnik rowu obronnego (fot. M. Matera). 

fig. 8. Defensive ditch in the squares 26–27 and the retaining Wall 26. view from the south (photo by P. Lech).
Ryc. 8. Rów obronny w kwadratach 26–27 i mur oporowy 26. Widok od strony południowej (fot. P. Lech).



Archaeological works were also conducted in the
squares 28–29, where further layers of the fill of the defens-
ive ditch were investigated.

Among archaeological remains discovered during
the excavation season in 2016, particular attention should
be paid to finds of beads (Fig. 10), fragments of Megarian
bowls (Fig. 11), ceramic stamps (Fig. 12), fragments of
luxury tableware, and fragments of olive lamps.
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fig. 12. fragment of the handle of the Rhodian amphora with the stamp of the fabricant Antimachos, inv. no. T.XXv.16.80p (photo by
M. Matera).
Ryc. 12. fragment imadła amfory rodyjskiej ze stemplem producenta Antimachosa, nr inw. T.XXv.16.80p (fot. M. Matera).

fig. 10. Glass bead, inv. no. T.XXv.16.10p (photo by P. Lech).
Ryc. 10. Szklany paciorek, nr inw. T.XXv.16.10p (fot. P. Lech).

fig 11. fragment of the Megarian bowl, inv. no. T.XXv.16.5p
(photo by P. Lech).
Ryc. 11. fragment czarki megaryjskiej, nr inw. T.XXv.16.5p (fot.
P. Lech).



pracach prowadzonych w sezonie 2016 uczest-
niczyło 31 osób: pracownicy naukowi z Polski i z Rosji, stu-
denci z Uniwersytetu Warszawskiego oraz wolontariusze 
z Polski. Działania skoncentrowane były w południowej
części wykopu XXv i obejmowały rejon tzw. wału turec-
kiego (kwadraty 118–120) oraz rowu obronnego (kwadra-
ty 26–29). Celem tegorocznych badań była kontynuacja
prac związanych zarówno z eksploracją nawarstwień kultu-
rowych zalegających nad pozostałościami hellenistycznej
architektury, jak i warstw stanowiących zasyp rowu obron-
nego.

W kwadratach 119–120 odsłonięte zostały połud-
niowa część pomieszczenia C1, C2 oraz f1. W tym ostat-
nim przypadku udało się zarejestrować fragment podłogi

związanej z ostatnią fazą użytkowania pomieszczenia f.
Odkryto również datowane na I w. n.e. płytowanie wraz ze
znajdującą się w nim jamą zasobową. Prace prowadzone 
w kwadracie 118 doprowadziły do odsłonięcia fragmentu
zewnętrznego lica muru obronnego (mur 8).

Eksploracja nawarstwień zasypu rowu obronnego
przyniosła odsłonięcie miejsca, w którym zmieniał on kieru-
nek. Zarejestrowano również mur oporowy wzmacniający
zachodni skłon rowu obronnego. 

Do najciekawszych znalezisk ruchomych należały:
paciorki, fragmenty czarek megaryjskich, stemple ceramicz-
ne, fragmenty ceramiki stołowej o charakterze luksusowym,
fragmenty lamp oliwnych.
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