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WŁODZIMIERZ GODLEWSKI

NAqLuN, EGyPT. ExCAvATiONS iN 2015

he Mission of the Polish Centre of Mediterra-
nean Archaeology of the University of Warsaw conducted
fieldwork in the monastery at Naqlun (the fayum Oasis)
from 5th September 2015 to 6th October 2015.1 The works
focused on the central part of Kom A inside the northern
part of Building E and in Hermitage E.6 in the south-
-western part of the Naqlun hills. In addition, conservation
works of some parts of the monastic architecture on the site
were conducted inside Building A, Building G, and Build-
ings A – AA. During the season not only excavations and
conservatory works were conducted but also some studies
and documentation of previously uncovered features: 
Dr Dorota Dzierzbicka studied and documented mud-
-stoppers of amphorae; Prof. Tomasz Derda studied Greek
documents uncovered during the recent and the previous
seasons; Dr Christian Gaubert studied the previously-found
Arabic documents preparing them for final publication; 
Dr Maria Mossakowska-Gaubert documented and studied
the glass artefacts from the Cemetery A and also from other
sites in Naqlun; Ms Katarzyna Danys-Lasek documented
and studied pottery; Ms Agnieszka Ryś studied the 

1 The staff of the Mission included: prof. Włodzimierz
Godlewski, archaeologist (IA UW); Ms Katarzyna Danys-Lasek,
ceramologist (PCMA UW); prof. Tomasz Derda, papyrologist
(IA UW); dr Dorota Dzierzbicka, archaeologist (IA UW); 
dr Christian Gaubert, arabist (IfAO Cairo); Mr Szymon Maślak,
archaeologist (PCMA UW); dr Maria Mossakowska-Gaubert,

archaeologist (IfAO Cairo); Ms Agnieszka Ryś, archaeologist 
(IA UW). The Supreme Council for Antiquities, department in
fayum, was represented by Mr Goma Helmi Abdelraman –
inspector; Mr Ahmed Mohamed Ahmed Mohamed Abdel Kader
– manager of the store room of the Mission and Mr Ali Ramadan
Said Al Said – restorer.

T

fragments of paintings from the last season found in the
room D.50.

Hermitage EE.06 
During the 2015 season, the Mission investigated

one of the hermitages in the Eastern Group located in the
southern part of Gebel Naqlun. The hermitage No. EE.06
was presumably inhabited by one monk for some time be-
tween the end of the 5th c. and the beginning of the 7th c.

The complex of the hermitage was composed of two
sections: A – living section, and B – kitchen, both of which

were accessible from a courtyard (Fig. 1). The section A
consisted of two rooms cut in the slope of the valley: 
a larger one – A.1 (5.22 × 3.00 m), and a small one – A.2,
accessible from the larger one. The room A.1 had walls
well-plastered several times, and was equipped with a few
niches of different sizes cut in the walls as well as a very
deep pit (2.15 m) in the south-eastern corner with a venti-
lation canal which was open in the courtyard wall. Such
ventilation system was previously recorded only in the 
hermitage EE.E44. The small room was less comfortable,
its walls were not plastered, but had three partly destroyed
niches.
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The kitchen, i.e. section B, was a small room 
(4.00 × 1.50–1.80 m) without plastering on the walls. It
had one niche cut in the northern wall and one kitchen
range, the first of the kind ever recorded inside the her-
mitages in Naqlun. The hearth of the kitchen was protect-
ed from the vestibule side by a low wall renovated several
times. In the north-western corner a wide open storage pot
was located, decorated on the outside wall (inv. no. E
1811). On the rocky floor, and in the debris laying on it,
several kitchen pots and small bowls, which could be dated
to the end of the 5th or to the beginning of the 6th c., were
found (Fig. 2, 3). Between several fragments of blank
papyrus, only one longer text was uncovered – it is a letter
in Greek (inv. no. E. 1810) written by an educated man and
sent to the monk living in the hermitage. The hermitage
was abandoned most probably in the 7th c. – several scraps
of documents found inside the pit in the room A.1 could
be dated to the 7th c.

Kom A, Building E 
In the central part of the Kom A, the Mission

undertook excavations within the vast Building E, consist-
ing of several rooms, located between the two previously
excavated buildings – Building A to the south and Building
D to the north. In 1997, in one of the rooms of the said
Building E, the archive of Banu Bifam was found. In the
course of this season only the central and north-eastern
parts of the complex were investigated. The tombs of the
Cemetery A (fatimid Period) inside the rooms of Building
E limited excavation possibilities. The walls of the building
were also significantly damaged and completely missing in
some parts. Only in the room E.2, near the northern wall,
some installations were recorded – small containers build
of bricks and a large storage jar over 1 m high. Building E
was constructed in the second half of the 10th c. at the 
earliest, on the ruins of an earlier building destroyed by fire.

WŁODZIMIERZ GODLEWSKI
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fig. 1. Hermitage EE.06. The plan (drawing and digitalisation by S Maślak, archive of PCMA). 
Ryc. 1. Erem Wschodni EE.06. Plan (rys. S. Maślak, archiwum CAŚ).
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fig. 2. Bowl from the kitchen, section B of Hermitage EE.06, clay, the 5th or 6th c. (photo by W. Godlewski, archive of PCMA).
Ryc. 2. Czarka z kryzą z kuchni eremowej, przełom v i vI w. n.e. (foto W. Godlewski, archiwum CAŚ).

fig. 3. Small bowls from the kitchen of Hermitage EE.06 (drawing by K. Danys, archive of PCMA).
Ryc. 3. Małe czarki z kryzą z depozytu w kuchni Eremu EE.06 (rys. K. Danys, archiwum CAŚ).
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The tombs and tomb constructions (T.507 – T.515)
were identified inside the rooms E.5 and E.6. The graves
were not explored during this season, and were left for the
next one instead. All of them are a part of the vast Christian
Cemetery A, dated to the fatimid Period.

Protection and preservation 
of the architectural remains

During the 2015 season, protection works using
local ‘historical’ materials available on the site (red and

dried bricks) were undertaken in several rooms of the
monastic Building G – in the entrance to the building from
the south and inside the southern rooms. Inside Building
AA.40 the protection works were undertaken at the
entrance to Room AA.40.4 – the main entrance to the
complex – and inside the room of a gate-keeper.

prof. dr hab. Włodzimierz Godlewski
Institute of Archaeology, University of Warsaw

w.godlewski@uw.edu.pl

isja Centrum Archeologii Śródziemnomor-
skiej UW kontynuowała w 2015 roku badania w klasztorze
Nekloni, w Oazie fajum w Egipcie, na terenie średnio-
wiecznej zabudowy klasztornej – w Budowli E, oraz w ere-
mie EE.06 we wschodniej aglomeracji eremów skalnych.
W eremie EE.06 w jego małej kuchni odsłonięto piec do
przygotowywania posiłków oraz odkryto liczne naczynia

kuchenne, jak również amfory i małe czarki z kryzą,
oraz butle na wodę. Ceramika jest datowana na vI wiek.
Również jeden list zapisany po grecku na papirusie i adre-
sowany do właściciela eremu jest datowany na vI wiek.
Erem został opuszczony najprawdopodobniej na początku
vII wieku. 
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